August means it is now the last month of Winter.
We have some special days planned in the Centre
this month.
•

5th August (Thursday) - Community dress-up day,
raising funds for a van for Resthaven.

•

5th August (Thursday) - Pagoda Matariki night
5.30—7.00 pm

•

6th August (Friday) - Scholastic orders due back

•

27th August (Friday) - Daffodil Day—Yellow Day

ADVANCE NOTICE:
•

th

27

October (Wednesday) - Photo Day
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STAFF NEWS:
•

Laura will be returning to the Centre in a Reliever capacity this
month through until she is back as Head Teacher at The Pagoda
in November. Welcome back Laura ☺

•

Brooke has started Wintec, so she is now in class on a
Wednesday and Thursday.

•

The Nursery have a student joining them soon from the
University of Waikato, Elena will be in the centre Wednesdays.

THANKS:
•

A huge thank you to the Middle School for
inviting us to see their performance of
Aladdin. The children loved watching all the
amazing singing and dancing. It was also very
cool to see some of our previous Castle &
Pagoda children on stage.

•

Thank you to all the families that helped us
celebrate Matariki over the last month. Lots
of exciting happenings here at the Castle and
at home. Thanks for sharing with us.
Unfortunately the Pagoda get together was postponed due to
sickness.

•

Grateful thanks to the Smithie family for fixing the Toddlers
wooden chairs, they look great and were quickly back in use ☺

•

A massive thank you to the Trust members who agreed to
continue their role at our recent AGM. We appreciate all that
you do for the centre.

•

Thank you to all of the Centre families, staff and Trust members
that supported our July Oxford Pies fundraiser. We hope that
you are enjoying your yummy pies on these cold winter nights.

POLICY REVIEW:
This month we have updated the Centre’s Getting Ready
for Bed Procedure and this is out for review. We would
really appreciate your comments and/ or signature
acknowledgement that you are happy with the policy.

DAFFODIL DAY—YELLOW DAY:
Friday 27th August is Daffodil Day …
we will be creating a yellow brick road
to help us raise money for Daffodil Day
and the Cancer Society. Please bring in
your coins (10 & 20 cent pieces are
good) - there will be yellow buckets on
the sign in counters at both The Castle and The Pagoda. When the
donations start rolling in, you will see our ‘yellow brick road’ commence.
Thank you in advance for your support of this very worthy cause.

COMMUNITY DRESS UP DAY:
Cambridge High School’s amazing
Extension 4 class have launched the
‘Project ResthaVAN’ to help fundraise
$70,000 for Cambridge Resthaven for a
mobility van. We will be supporting this
initiative with our own dress up day and
ask families to bring a gold coin.
Thank you ☺

WET BAGS:
Wet bags are available from the office at a cost of $10.00. These are
named and fantastic to pop your child’s wet gear in. The bags are
machine washable and NO dampness seeps through. Wet bags are
available in four colours: lime green, red, sky blue and pink.
There is an order form on the front counter at The Castle and we can
add the cost of the wet bag to your account.

The Nursery
0-18 months
We have said farewell to Ardie,
Emerson and Pippa. Louie will be
transitioning to the Toddlers soon.
Welcome to Georgia.

We have been
exploring some different
art mediums; trying out
crayons, chalks, pens and
paints. Gluing leaves and
using our senses to
investigate the salt and
glitter, cornflour gloop
and playdough.

Warm jackets and gumboots or shoes
need to be worn when we are outside at
this chilly time. If you have any spare
clothing items that your child has grown
out of we would love to have them as a
back up for children who either haven’t
got their own or forget to bring
them. Thanks :)
Thanks for your response to our question about day sheets …
the result is that they will definitely remain in place for the
foreseeable future.

The Toddlers
18 months-3 Years
This month we welcome Louie
who is transitioning from the
Nursery.
Leo, Grayson and Archie are
transitioning over to The
Pagoda- Enjoy your next
learning chapter.

The Olympics was a big
interest over the last few
weeks. The children watched
some of the races and
enjoyed their own Olympic
day early August followed by
a wheels day.
Our Toddler room is getting a bit of a
make over. You may have noticed our
new colour scheme inside, and as the
days start to get warmer we are
looking to make a few changes in our
outdoor environment. Watch this
space!

We have a Cambridge High
School Gateway student
joining our team on
Tuesdays. Her name is
Tegan, and she will be with
us until the end of term,
which is late September.
FRIDAY 27th AUGUST—YELLOW
DAY

We will be collecting coins in yellow
buckets during August to build our
yellow brick road during the month
ready for Daffodil Day.
Come dressed in YELLOW ☺

Important reminder:
•

For safety reasons it is imperative that
the children do not have any form of
medication / creams / inhalers left in
their bags, they are able to reach their
bags at any stage of the day. Please
check bags before the children attend.

With Winter bugs starting to make an appearance please be
sure to keep your child home if they are feeling unwell. When
feeling unwell children struggle to take part in the centre
programme. If your child has prescribed medicine they must
stay home for 24 hours. Please remember to sign the
medication book for us to give medicine, and again when you pick up your
child to show you have seen this. For more information around medicine
and sickness please speak to a teacher otherwise policies are displayed
under our clock. Thank you.

The Pagoda
3-5 years
A big welcome to the
Pagoda to Archie, Grayson,
Leo and your families.
Are you watching the Olympics at
home?
Do you have any family
connections to athletes or support crew at
the Tokyo Olympics? We would love
to hear your stories. If you have any
photos of your child playing a sport,
we would love to see these and celebrate it with them.

Matariki still continues to be
the main focus in our planning.
We have been exploring the
meaning behind each star, and
exploring rich learning
experiences surrounding these
ideas.
We have a new date for our
Matariki family picnic.
Thursday August 5th. We
would love to see you there.
Please check the sign in desk
to RSVP and for more details.

A big thank you for keeping your children
home sick when they were unwell during
the last few weeks. This really helps
lessen the spread of bugs in our centre.
We love having chats with you and hearing about your questions, concerns or anything
you have been up to at home. Please don’t hesitate to come and talk to any of us.
— Katie, Jenny, Michele, Jess & Claire

Over the next few months we will share with
you information from a Child, Youth & Family
pamphlet ...

THE 10 THINGS CHILDREN NEED MOST THE BASICS FOR HEALTH AND HAPPINESS
#6—Talking
It’s good to talk to babies from the time they are born. A gentle
soothing voice helps your child to feel relaxed and secure. It helps
them to get to know you and to know that you are there to look after
them.
When you talk to children they soon start learning words themselves.
The more they are talked to, the more they will learn. They will also
learn more if you use proper adult words most of the time.
Learning words helps them to communicate and to understand more
about the world. As they get older, words will become one of their most
important tools. Children with a good understanding of words find it
easier to express themselves, to make friends, and to learn at school
and at home.

#7 to #10 will follow over the coming newsletter issues.

Finally…
We hope you are all enjoying your time with us.
We are certainly enjoying having your children at the
Centre and getting to know you all.

