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As we approach mid-Winter, embracing the colder
weather into our daily routines, and with it, the time
Happenings
we are more susceptible to coughs and colds. Our
gumboots, jackets and hats are now well utilised.
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12th—23rd July - School holidays
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19th June—11th July - Matariki celebrations

•

July (Thursday) - Pie orders delivered

th

20 July (Tuesday) - Wilson’s Birthday, we are
celebrating with a mid-winter Pyjama Day.

ADVANCE NOTICE:
•

27th October (Wednesday) - Photo Day
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STAFF NEWS:
•

The first week of July the teachers and staff are celebrating
‘Kindness Week’. There should be some very happy faces as we
all do nice things for each other.

•

Our new Emily is currently with us full time again while the
University break is on.

•

Chloe is now volunteering in the Centre Tuesday and Thursday
mornings.

•

Brooke starts her Wintec training this month, with classes
Wednesday and Thursday.

THANKS:
•

Thank you to all who supported our Queen’s Birthday dress up
day.

•

A big thank you to all of the Pagoda families that supported the
recent tea towel fundraiser. The children have completed some
wonderful self portraits and teacher portraits to feature on the
tea towel.

NURSERY SPACES AVAILABLE:
We currently have spaces available in our Nursery and will be
advertising outside of the Centre this month.
Our Nursery has a small maximum number of 16 children, so if you
would like to secure a booking for your baby please do not hesitate
to see Lauren or Julie at the office. If you are uncertain of exact
start date, days or hours—we can load a tentative booking to ensure
that a place is secured and alter the booking when the details are
confirmed.

POLICY REVIEW:
This month we have updated the Centre’s Illness and
Immunisation Policy and this is out for review. Please
note: there has been a Ministry of Health directive to
change the stand down period from a vomiting and
diarrhoea episode to 48 hours (from 24 hours). We
would really appreciate your comments and/ or signature
acknowledgement that you are happy with the policy.

FEES REVIEW:

At the June Trust meeting Centre fees were reviewed as these have
not been increased since March 2019. The Trust Board made a
decision to retain Centre fees at the current level. Consideration was
given to COVID-19 uncertainties and the Trust’s wish to continue to
support our Centre families during these times. Thank you for your
continued custom.

WILSON’S BIRTHDAY:
Wilson is a bear who lives at the Pagoda. A much loved
bear that is included in the children’s play as well as
family holidays and other adventures.
Wilson’s birthday is in July (he alternates between
being 3 or 4 years old) and to celebrate we have a
Teddy Bear’s picnic for him. This year Wilson is 3 and
our Pyjama Day and Teddy Bear’s picnic is on Tuesday
20th July. The children may wish to bring their own
teddy bear with them for this special day.

OXFORD PIES:
Winter is always a great time to enjoy a hearty pie …
these fantastic pies, sausage rolls, savouries and the
ever popular lamingtons are a great addition to your
freezer for a quick meal on a cold night!
Order forms are enclosed with this newsletter … we
will need to have your order and payment back to the
office by Thursday 15th July. The delivery is
scheduled for Thursday 22nd July, and will be
available for collection from The Castle Foyer from 2.30pm.
Thank you in advance for your support ☺

TRUST ANNUAL AGM:
The Trust Annual AGM will be held on Tuesday 20th July evening at
6.30pm in the staffroom at The Castle. All are welcome to attend,
please RSVP to the office by Monday 12th July.

The Nursery
0-18 months
We have said farewell to Willo and Mitchell. Next week their friends
Ardie, Emerson and Pippa will join them.
Welcome to Vienna.

Some days we have been keeping warm
inside until morning tea time and having a
lot of fun sharing our stories and songs and
dancing together! Then, after our shared kai
at morning tea, we have
headed into the outdoor
environment with the
row boat and places to
climb and explore.
Jackets and gum boots
are a great idea so we
can still get outMatariki
side when it is
Thanks for sharing
wet.
your family phots
with us to display.
Curriculum &
The children each creProgramme
ated a ‘feather’ for our
planning:
All of the children korowai /cloak which
is hanging with the
have an individudisplay.
al learning plan
that we use as a
guide to set up the environment, resources and
activities. This is based on a goal that is driven
by your aspirations and our observations of
the children’s play in the nursery; which
shows us their emerging strengths and interests. Thank you to those of you who have
returned Mel’s questionnaire it is such useful
information to gather, and we will use your
responses to direct our future work.

The Toddlers
18 months-3 Years
Welcome to Ardie, Emerson and
Pippa who are transitioning this
month from the Nursery. We
look forward to getting to know
you and your families :)
We have said good-bye to
Cooper as he continues his
learning journey at the Pagoda.
AJ will be heading over to join
The Pagoda later this month.

Thank you to those who came
to join us for our Matariki
morning tea, we hope you had
as much fun as we did!
Friendly reminders:
•
•

The art box is available
for you to collect your
childs artwork.
Please bring gumboots
for wet days.

Our Teaching team:
Under 2 (Nursery Toddler)
Co Team Leader—Elaine
Nursery Toddler teacher—
Christina
Over 2 (Toddler) Co Team
Leader—Carla
Toddler team—Lauren,
Stacey, Brooke, Emily W,
and Charlie

We also have Chloe who
volunteers on Tuesday and
Thursday
We have a ‘Sharing Hut’ in the Castle
foyer for our families to use. Already
there is clothing of all different sizes
Please take what you need and bring in
what you don’t ☺

There are paper
bags to use if
needed

With Winter bugs starting to make an appearance please be sure to
keep your child home if they are feeling unwell. When feeling
unwell, children struggle to take part in the centre program.
If your child has prescribed medicine they must stay home for 24
hours after the 1st dose. Please remember to sign the medication
book for us to give medicine, and then when you pick up to show you have seen
this. For more information around medicine and sickness please speak to a
teacher otherwise policies are displayed under our clock. Thank you.
Please note: This month’s policy for review (which can be found on the
reception counter) is the Illness and Immunisation Policy.

The Pagoda
3-5 years
We farewell Bella to
school this month, and
welcome Cooper and
A.J. from the Castle.

Thanks to those of you who
have been putting stories and
photos on Storypark.
The tamariki love to share a
bit about their home life with
their friends.

What we have been up to:
Celebrating Matariki has been a big focus
for us this month.
There are nine stars in the Matariki star
cluster and each week we will be learning
about 1 of these stars and what it
represents. You may hear your child/ren
coming home with some new information to
share with you that we've been learning
throughout the day and during our mat
times. Keep a look out at our wall displays
around the Pagoda as we add to this over
the next few weeks. Also please keep your
family recipes coming in with a brief
description of why it’s a fave in your family
so we can add it to our Matariki recipe
book.

A friendly reminder that toys
are not sharing. But we focus
on the following criteria:
Something we have done
Something we have seen
Somewhere we have been.

We love having chats with you and hearing about your questions, concerns or anything
you have been up to at home. Please don’t hesitate to come and talk to any of us. —
Katie, Jenny, Michele, Jess & Claire

Over the next few months we will share with
you information from a Child, Youth & Family
pamphlet ...

THE 10 THINGS CHILDREN NEED MOST THE BASICS FOR HEALTH AND HAPPINESS
#5—Smiling
Give a new baby lots of smiles, and smiling will be one of the first
things they learn to do for you. Smiles help children of all ages to feel
happy and secure. When you smile at children, you are giving them
lots of good messages. You are telling them, for example, that:

you enjoy their company

you are pleased with them

you are taking notice of them

you love and care for them

you are happy

you are good to be with.
Smiles work even better when you are looking into your child’s eyes.
Good eye contact when smiling, listening or talking to your child helps
to get their attention. It also shows that you are giving them the
attention they need.

#6 to #10 will follow over the coming newsletter issues.

Finally…
We hope you are all enjoying your time with us.
We are certainly enjoying having your children at the
Centre and getting to know you all.

