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Thanks:
•

A BIG Thank you to all our Centre Grandparents who came into
join us on our recent Grandparents day. We loved that you could
join us as did the children. We appreciated that some of you came
from near and far.
• Pie orders– this has been a fabulous fundraiser for us during
2020 and we appreciate your support. Thank you ☺

•

Thank you to all of the families that supported our Kidswork Art
Fundraiser purchasing calendars, cards, mouse mats, diaries and
sketchpads.

Staff News:
•

Congratulations to Lisa and Russ who tied the knot last month.

•

Welcome to Emily W who will be relieving in the Centre during
the summer break.

•

Farewell to Lisa who is off on new adventures at the end of this month.

Christmas/New Year Hours:
CHRISTMAS HOURS: The Centre will be closing on Thursday 24th December
2020 at the earlier time of 3.00pm and re-opening on Tuesday 5th January
2021 at 7.30am.
As per previous years, we have put a holiday notice in with the November
newsletter asking each family to confirm their child’s last day for 2020, first
day back in 2021 and any additional holidays during January that may be
planned. If you haven’t already, could you please return this as soon as
possible … thank you.
Please do not hesitate to contact Lauren or Julie should you have any queries
regarding the closedown period.

Policy review:
This month we have the Late Fee policy for your
consideration. Please read and sign this adding any
comments you would like to offer.

.

Christmas Party 2020:

The Castle and The Pagoda combined Christmas Party will be held on
Friday 11th December, 6.00pm to 7.15pm.
The timetable for the evening will be on display soon but as usual there
will be a visit from a jolly man in red (plus other entertainment) and a
sausage sizzle for all.

Please note: this is an alcohol free evening.
RSVP sheets are on the sign in desks, please let us know if you will be
attending. Please note due to venue size we are limited to two adults
per family to attend. Thank you and we look forward to seeing you
there.
If you are coming to the party, please hand a small
(under $10.00) wrapped and named gift for your
child into the office before the party day.
This is limited to Centre children only please.

This year rather than a gold coin donation we would greatly
appreciate a donation to the local food bank.
The collection baskets have been in the Centre from early November,
and they will be delivered to the local food bank after the Christmas
party. Thank you for helping us support our local community ☺

The Nursery
0-18 months
Farewell to our friend Lila
who is moving across to the
Toddlers area.
The Nursery team wish you
all a very safe and merry
Christmas and look forward
to seeing you again in the
New Year. Please inform the
office of the date that your
child will return so that we
can arrange our staffing.

Often things
can change
during the
holidays so
please let us
know of any
routine or diet
adjustments.

In the Nursery we are sheltered
with our sun shades and trees, so a
warm top is ideal to start the day.
We do encourage the children to
wear a hat and will apply sunscreen
as required throughout the day.
Please apply sun lotion before
arriving each day during the
summer and bring along your own
if your child has sensitive skin.

Please remember to RSVP for
our Christmas Party.
It is always a fun evening!
Our Nursery children and their
siblings will see Santa first so
that it is not too late in the
evening. Please bring a small
wrapped and named gift to
the office for Santa to give
your child.
A massive THANKYOU to
Jumble Around in
Leamington who kindly
donated us the money to
purchase a brand new
fish tank and cabinet for
the Nursery.
It looks awesome and
the children are
thoroughly enjoying
seeing their pet fish
swimming around.

The Toddlers
18 months-3 Years
This month we welcome Lila from
the Nursery, and Tama —we
look forward to getting to know
you and your families.
Farewell to Layla and Ryder who
are moving over to The Pagoda.
We know you will enjoy your
time at The ’Goda.
Remember to take your
child’s folder home to enjoy
with friends and family over
the festive season.
Also we would love to hear
what you get up to over the
Christmas break so please
remember to add your
exciting adventures to story
park. We will also print
pictures out so the children
can talk about them when
we return.
Thank you to Jumble Around
for their kind donation …
keep an eye out for the
colourful changes to our playground ☺

From all the Toddler team
Teachers, we wish you a
safe & Merry Christmas, and
a Happy New Year! We look
forward to seeing you again

Christmas is a special time
of year and we celebrate it
throughout the month of
December. Look out for
our annual Christmas
make-over plus we will be
learning some new songs
and dances in celebration
of Christmas.
We will also have our
Christmas tree up and
decorated in preparation
for the Christmas party.
Thank you to all the
Grandparents that came to
spend time with us last month.
We all had a great day—the
children enjoy showing their
Grandparents around and
having a nice play together.

The Pagoda
3-5 years
Thank you to everyone who joined us for
Grandparents day. It was so lovely to
have you visit us.
A BIG THANK YOU to Jumble Around for
there generous donation towards our
new Carpentry area—the children love it!
With the weather getting warmer, please
put lots of spare clothes in your child’s bag. We love water
play at the Pagoda. Don’t forget your child’s wet bag. These
can be purchased at the office if you need one.
It’s starting to look a lot like Christmas at the
Pagoda, we are putting up decorations and
getting into the festive spirit. The children are
busy making Christmas creations, come and take
a look at these.

We are waiting on Laura’s baby news and looking
forward to meeting her daughter when she arrives.
Lisa is off on a new adventure, we are sad to see her leave,
but wish her all the best for her new job.
You may have noticed that Jess has been here, she will be
with us for the coming months.
Have a very lovely Christmas, and we hope to see you all at
the Christmas party.

Holiday / Absence Retainers:
We thought it timely to remind parents/carers of a couple of points from our
Procedure for Charging Childcare Fee Retainers:
Child Absence for Annual Leave at The Castle: If the Centre is given at
least one week’s notice 30% of the normal fee will be payable for the first two
weeks, with additional weeks charged at 50%. Absences exceeding 21 days
(3 weeks) will be charged at full fees.
Child Absence for Annual Leave at The Pagoda: Providing written notice of
absence is given either by completing our Holiday Notice form or via email,
each child is entitled to up to two weeks at 50% of fees. Please note: there will
be no charge for our closedown period which is usually from 3pm Christmas Eve
until the first non-statutory holiday day in January and no charge for
Statutory Holidays.
Make-up Days: Parents/carers may request that their booked hours are
transferred to a different day in the same week. If alternative hours are not
available a 50% retainer will be payable. A form will need to be signed for any
changes to Pagoda children’s booking
Absence Notification prior to 8.30am on the day will be charged at 50% of
fees, after 8.30am there will be 100% charge.
Any questions please do not hesitate to talk with Lauren or Julie.

Free Measles, Mumps & Rubella
vaccine

The Ministry of Health has changed the National Immunisation Schedule from
1st October so that young children nationwide are protected earlier against
measles, at age 12 months and again at 15 months. More than 95% of people
who have had two doses of MMR are protected against measles. Measles is
about 8 times more contagious than COVID-19, and last year’s outbreak is a
reminder of just how quickly it can spread among unimmunised people. While we
can’t vaccinate against COVID-19 yet, we can protect against other infectious
diseases like measles by ensuring everyone who can be immunised gets their
free Measles Mumps and Rubella (MMR) vaccine.
Any parents, caregivers or staff who aren’t sure if they have been immunised,
can see their doctor and some pharmacists for a free MMR vaccination

Finally…
We hope you are all enjoying your
time with us.
We are certainly enjoying having
your children at the Centre and
getting to know you all.

MERRY CHRISTMAS &
A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

