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November is the last month of Spring before
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busy one with our annual Grandparents Day
and the festive season ready to prepare for
More
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STAFF/ TRUST NEWS:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Laura will be leaving us during this month to start her
maternity leave.
Welcome to our newest Trust members—Georgia Cunningham, Haylee
O’Hanlon and Devon Rogers. Thank you for taking a position on the Trust
Board—we look forward to working alongside you.
Keryn has returned to work and her kitchen … it’s nice to have you back.
Welcome back to Jeannette who is back in the kitchen most Wednesday’s.
Last month we said goodbye to Dawn and this month we say farewell to
Priscilla. We wish you both all the very best for your new endeavours.
Emily, the student in the Nursery, is working through her 5 weeks of
teaching experience. Emily’s last day with us will be 20th November.

THANKS:
•

•

Thanks so much to Brooke for covering in the kitchen during
Keryn’s convalescence.
Thank you to all of the families, past and present, that
supported our last Oxford Pie fundraiser for 2020. We
raised a total of $250.00 towards resources for the children.

KIDS ARTWORKS / PHOTOS:
•

•

The teachers have collected orders for your children’s artwork ready to
create into calendars, diaries, mouse mats, notepads or greeting cards.
We are expecting delivery of the finished products by the end of
November / early December.
Photo Day was a huge success and we are expecting individual photo proofs
and order envelopes early this month. Please note: there will be no proof
of the class photo—several are taken and the best one is selected by
Masterpiece Photography.

POLICY REVIEW:
This month we have the Sunsmart policy on display for your consideration.
Please read and sign this adding any comments you would like to offer.

GRANDPARENTS DAY:
Annually we celebrate Grandparents Day, this year it will be
held on Thursday 12th November. Grandparents are welcome
to pop in during the day and spend time with the children.
Please be mindful if your child sleeps that a suitable time is
indicated to your Grandparents.

CHRISTMAS HOURS:
The Centre will be closing on Thursday 24th December 2020 at
3.00pm and re-opening on Tuesday 5th January 2021 at 7.30am.
As per previous years, there is a holiday notice enclosed with this
newsletter and we ask that each family completes the notice and
returns this to the office as soon as possible. This helps us plan our
staffing over the festive season. Please do not hesitate to contact
Lauren or Julie should you have any queries re the closedown period.

FOOD BANK DONATION:
Last year we collected food items to donate to the local food bank as part of
our Christmas festivities and community spirit. This year we would like to do
the same, so rather than bringing in a gold coin to the Children’s Christmas
party we ask that you bring something in to donate to the food bank. The
collection baskets will be in the Centre from early November, and delivered to
the local food bank in December. Thank you for your support ☺

QUOTE OF THE MONTH:

The Nursery
0—18 months
We welcome Evelyn, Willo, Louie and Maxwell to our Nursery whanau.
This month we will celebrate Grandparents Day on Thursday 12th
November . We invite Grandparents to come and visit any time
between 9-11am or 1-3pm
(taking the child’s sleep times into consideration).

We are having such a variety of
weather conditions so please put extra
named clothing in your child’s bag
such as shorts to change into if it gets
warm in the afternoon, as well as some
extra layers if it gets chilly again!

Jess will be teaching at The Pagoda
for a short while. Her key teacher
children will be cared for by their
other special teachers and we will
catch up with her at the end of the
day when the centre combines.

Parent information: We have found that the timing of children’s immunisations has
recently been changed. They are now immunising babies at 6 weeks, 3 months,
5 months and again at 12 and 15 months of age. Check with your healthcare provider
for more information.

The Toddlers
18 months-3 Years
This month we welcome Arlo and Fern who have come to us from the
Nursery. Welcome to Des and his family who have recently joined us.

Grandparents Day– We are celebrating Grandparents day on the 12th
of November. This a special day for Grandparents to come and see
what we get up to here at The Castle and have a play with their
grandchild. The best times to come in are any time between 9am and
midday, then 3pm onwards as the children have lunch and sleep/rest
from 12-3pm.
As the sun begins to shine more we have started to
apply sunblock when we head outside.
We sunblock the children after morning tea around
10.15am and then when they wake up at around 2.002.30pm.
Please make sure you sunblock your child before they
come in.
If your child is unable to use our sunblock, please provide suitable
sunblock or talk to a teacher. Thanks

Last month we said goodbye to Dawn who has been a part of the
team for the last couple of years. We wish her all the best in her
next venture.

With Christmas around the corner we have lots
planned for the month of December.
Keep an eye out for permission forms as we have a
few trips planned for early December and throughout the month.
We will keep you updated on Story park with all the
exciting happenings.

The Pagoda
3-5 years
What’s happening at The Pagoda?
We have been very lucky to have the team
from Ogle Projects come and build us a new
carpentry area. A big thanks to Jumble Around
and the Cambridge Lion’s Club for their
donations that have helped to make this
possible ☺
Grandparents Day—We would like to extend a
warm invite to our Grandparents to join us for
afternoon tea at the Pagoda on Thursday 12th November from
2-3pm.
Lisa is on annual leave for 3 weeks as she heads
off to get married. We can’t wait to see the
beautiful photos when she returns and we send
our warmest wishes to Lisa and Russ.
Thursday 5th November is Priscilla’s last day with us, she is
off on a new adventure. We wish her all the best ☺
Laura’s last day at The Pagoda is Thursday
19th before she heads off on maternity leave.
We look forward to meeting her new baby girl
in the not to distant future and wish her all
the best.
A reminder that if your child requires special sunblock please
can you let a teacher know and ensure that your child has
this with them each day. You are welcome to leave it at the
centre. As per our policy we apply sunblock at approx. 10am,
again in the afternoon and after water play.

BENEFITS OF EARLY
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Early childhood education (ECE) builds on your
child’s early learning.
ECE provides children with the chance to learn,
socialise and interact with other children and
adults. It helps your child to develop into a positive,
confident and capable person with a love of learning
that will help them at school and throughout their
life. Your child will learn how to:
• Make friends
• Play and explore
• Listen to others, talk about their own ideas, be
creative, and become independent
• Get on better with other children and adults outside of their immediate family
• Take turns, negotiate and share
• Think, problem-solve and reason
• Understand their own feelings and those of
others
• Develop language, reading, thinking and maths
skills ready for school
• Being to understand and make sense of the
world around them.
These are important skills that help children to be
more confident and curious about the world.
Extract from Ministry of Education Choices booklet

Finally…
We hope you are all enjoying your time with us.
We are certainly enjoying having your children at the
Centre and getting to know you all.

