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What an incredible Summer we are experiencing—
very long, hot summer days with lots of opportunity
Happenings
to get outside and enjoy the sun, water play and
messy play.
 1st March (Sunday) - Children’s Day
 2nd March (Monday) - Children’s Day celebrations in
the Centre. We are celebrating with a sensory day.
th

More
Nursery

 17th March (Tuesday) – St Patrick’s Day … it’s GREEN Toddlers
day in the Centre … wear GREEN, eat GREEN ...
News...
 10—13th April – Easter weekend, the Centre will be
closed for Good Friday and Easter Monday.
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 17—19 March - ERO are on site. Please feel free to News...
chat to the reviewers while they are in the Centre.
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STAFF NEWS:


Welcome back to Caro—it is great to have you back with us after your long
summer break.



Laura, Stacey, Michele and Jess are to complete the 50km Oxfam walk
later this month. What an awesome effort!

THANKS:


Thank you to all of the children who participated in our ‘Kiwiana Day’ last
month. We had some yummy ‘Kiwi’ kai and a great day exploring with our
senses.



Thank you to our Centre families who were so understanding when our
recent lock down took place.

ERO REVIEW:
The ERO review for the Castle and the Pagoda is to be 16th—20th March. The
reviewers (Janet and Greg) will be on site and observing the teachers and children in action Wednesday 18th and Thursday 19th. Please feel free to chat to
them while they are in the Centre.
A letter outlining their visit is included in this newsletter.

CHILDREN’S DAY:
Children’s Day is celebrated nationally on the first Sunday
in March—this year it will be Sunday 1st March.
We are celebrating Children’s Day in the Centre on
Monday 2nd March with a ‘sensory day’ including icecreams 

POLICY REVIEW:
This Month we are asking for your feedback on the Centre’s Illness and
Immunisation Policy as we have recently updated our policy regarding
administering asthma medications. We would really appreciate your feedback.
We are also reviewing our Lock-down procedures—a sneak preview for next
month.

THANK YOU TO RICOH:
Last month we were fortunate enough to receive sponsorship from Ricoh to
purchase some new Centre children’s sunhats—the Castle Nursery children have
a lovely Royal Blue, the Castle Toddlers have a bright Gold and the Pagoda
children a striking Red.
Ricoh not only look after us for our photocopier needs, but they have been
absolutely wonderful with their sponsorship of various items over the years that
we have been associated. THANK YOU RICOH for your continued support of
Cambridge Early Learning Centre and our tamariki.

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS:
This year Entertainment Books are taking on a new look … all memberships will be
digital with three different options available for purchase. Entertainment
offers can be accessed via two devices and there is no longer the need to
remember vouchers or lug the book around.

Early bird offers were launched via email to all Centre families on Monday 10th
February. Entertainment books provide plenty of savings and are well worth the
investment. For online ordering visit:
entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/1w54069
Thank you so much for your support—this is a great fundraiser for the Centre
and it helps us to purchase additional resources for the children.

The Nursery
0-18 months
Kia Ora Ethan, Fern, Heath & Kora.
We are excited to get to know you and
welcome you to our nursery whanau.
Farewell to Grayson who has
transitioned into the Toddlers area.
Aidan and Cooper are currently
enjoying visits and will be joining the
big kids across the fence very soon.
We are practicing our
problem solving skills.
Climbing, balancing and
working alongside others with
the support of an adult but not
immediate intervention to fix
issues allows the opportunity for
even young children to work
things out for themselves.

There have been lots of small group
activities happening just like
these; reading the big book,
investigating sand, bike riding and
climbing.
Our Children’s Day celebration will be held on
Monday 2nd March.
We are planning a variety of sensory activities
for our children including water, sand, dough
and gloop. It will be fun and pretty messy!
The teachers recently attended an asthma workshop. Please feel free
to ask for a leaflet if you would like more information on the subject.

The Toddlers
18 months-3 Years
The Nursery Toddlers welcome
Grayson, and are soon to welcome
Cooper and Aidan, from the Nursery.
We look forward to getting to know
you and your Whanau, and have many
happy times ahead :)
New to our Centre this month we
welcome Leo and his family, we hope
you enjoy your time with us.

To all new and existing families:
please feel free to take one of our
Whanau apples to fill with photos
of your child’s family. These can
be found in a basket on the
lockers. The children love sharing
these with their friends and
teachers .

In March we will be celebrating Children’s
Day on Monday 2nd with lots of sensory
play along with some water mat/ slide fun!
Also we are celebrating St Patrick’s Day on
the 17th, so don’t forget to come dressed in
green, for a fun themed day :)

If your child goes home in
Centre clothing please return
this as soon as possible as we
tend to run a little low at
times 
Please remember to sun
block your child before they
come to the Centre, we
apply for the first time
after morning tea.
Water/messy play is still
regularly happening, so
please ensure your child has
plenty of extra clothes in
their bag along with a wet
bag. Named wet bags can
be purchased from the
office.

The Pagoda
3-5 years
Happy School Days

We bid farewell to Ava and George who leave us for their new
adventures at school this month. We wish you and your families
all the very best

What’s happening in March?

Children’s Day- a fun sensory day including water slide, ice,
messy play and much more
 Hearing & Vision checks on Friday 13th for those children who
have turned 4 and have not previously had this check
 ERO – the Education Review Office are here visiting and
observing within the centre from 16-20th March. They will be
observing at The Pagoda on Thursday 19th, they often ask
for input from parents and whanau so if there is anything you
would like them to know please speak with a teacher


Things to note

 Please check your child’s storypark page, teachers have
recently put up aspirations and goals for your children and we
would really appreciate your feedback and input.
 If there are any changes to your child’s routine or dietary
requirements please speak with a teacher.
 Please remember to put in several changes of clothes/togs and
a wet bag in to your child’s bag each day.
 We sunblock the children after morning tea, water play and
again early afternoon. If your child requires special sunblock
please ensure they have this with them each day.

Planning
Our current focus/review for the term is:
“How effectively does our Pagoda curriculum provide genuine
opportunities for children to make choices and develop
independence” – please have a look at the sliding door by the
den/sleeproom and feel free to contribute your ideas 

10 THINGS TO LOOK FOR IN AN ECE
1. What’s Your First Impression?
Visit the centre unannounced so you can get a quick first impression, and
ask if you can have a look around. What do you notice?
2. How do the adults interact with the children?
Are adults fully involved with the children they are caring for?
3. What does the ERO report say?
The Education Review Office evaluates and reports on the education and
care of children. ECE’s are reviewed on average once every three years.
Reviews will be more frequent where the performance of a centre is poor and
there are risks to the education and safety of the children, or less frequent
where there is a stable reporting history, demonstrated good self-review
processes and use of its assessment information. You can look at the ERO
report on their website—ero.govt.nz
4. What do other parents say?
5. What are the ratios?
What is the total roll and age range of the children in the Centre, and what
is the teacher to child ratio? Some children do better in large, busy centres
while others thrive in smaller centres—your child’s personality and
socialisation style needs to be considered.
6. Has there been a lot of staff turnover?
Staff coming and going all the time may be an indicator that all is not well.
In centres with high staff turnover, it can be difficult for children to form
attachments with their carers.
7. Have you visited other centres?
Visit more than one centre to get a feel for what different places are like.
If you have to travel a little bit further for a place your child is going to be
happy then it’s worth the trouble.
8. Is there a waiting list?
9. Have you asked questions?
“Admin” questions, eg. what happens if your child is sick or becomes
injured, whether there is a late pickup fee, holiday charges, statutory day
charges, how are parents kept updated, billing … may be considered boring
but these are necessary.
10. What Early Childhood Development theories is the Centre based
on?
Abridged extract from Tots to Teens Parenting Magazine
February/March 2020– www.totstoteens.co.nz

Finally…
We hope you are all enjoying your time with us.
We are certainly enjoying having your children at the
Centre and getting to know you all.

