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Winter has begun … daily leaf clearing from our
lovely big trees is an activity that will continue for a
Happenings
little while longer, the children enjoy ‘helping’ 

What's happening this month:
rd

 Monday 3 June - Queen’s Birthday, the Centre is closed
 12th—15th June - Fieldays at Mystery Creek
 Saturday 22nd June - Shortest Day
 25th June—3rd July - Matariki will be celebrated across
the Centre.
Keep an eye out in next months newsletter, Oxford Pie
order forms will be included 
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STAFF NEWS:


Mel is heading on an adventure to the UK for 5 weeks … we will
see her back in the Nursery mid July.



Jess is away from the Nursery this month completing her 3 year
teaching experience. We see her back in 5 weeks time.

THANKS:


Thank you to all of the mums who joined us for
our Mother’s Day celebration. We enjoyed doing
something special for you and we hope that you
had a wonderful, relaxing day on the Sunday.

FUTURE BOOKINGS:
Places for children across the Centre are filling fast,
especially projected Nursery bookings. If you would like to
secure a place for your child please let us know.

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS:
Several books and digital memberships have gone out the door
already, thank you to those families who have purchased a book.
These are fantastic books with a lot of wonderful discounts on
offer. A sample book is on the front counter at The Castle if you
wish to have a look through. The books can be purchased from the
office, or the digital books are available via our online page
www.entbook.co.nz/1w54069 for $65.00 with $13.00 from each
book towards our fundraising goal.
This year we are raising money to go towards outdoor equipment to
help the children with their gross motor skills. Our goal is $325.00
(selling 25 books) but we would love to pass this goal! Your support
is greatly appreciated 

POLICY REVIEW:
This month we are asking for your feedback on the Centre’s Child
Initiated Play. Please see the sign in counter for a copy of the
policy, we appreciate your time reading, commenting and initialling
this.

CENTRE TRIPS:
During the winter months the Pagoda children are off on
an adventure … we are hoping to take a bus to the
Kaipaki Petting Zoo where we will spend some time with
miniature horses … keep an eye out for more
information.
The Toddlers are also planning a trip—taking a ‘magic bus ride’ to see
the sights in our community.

WET BAGS:
Has your child started at the Centre recently? Or did you miss out on
one of the wet bags when they were first introduced last year?
Could all children please come with a wet bag attached to their bag for
popping your child’s wet clothing in. We no longer use plastic bags.
Wet bags are available from the office in either red or lime green at a
cost of $10.00, these are named on the handle. The bags are machine
washable and the teachers have found them to be ideal as a lot can fit
in the bag with NO dampness seeping through. An order form is on
the front counter at The Castle and the cost can be added to your
account. Orders to be in by Monday 10th June please 

Absences for Illness or Holiday:
With the winter months providing an increase in
illnesses we feel it is timely to remind you of our
retainers regarding absences.
Any absence notified before 8.30am on the day will
be charged at 50% of fees. Absences notified
after 8.30am will be charged at our full rate.
There are several ways that an absence can be notified:


Centre phone (07) 827 4727—there is an answerphone to leave a
message.



Centre cellphone 0273 649 482—for text notifications

Email to celc.kids@xtra.co.nz
NB: Any absence exceeding 21 days (three weeks) will be charged at
full fees.


The Nursery
0-18 months
We have already said goodbye to Zoey and Layla
as they have transitioned across to the Toddler’s
area, Zoe and Eric will be joining them towards the
end of June.

We are celebrating Matariki during June.
We will be creating traditional style art
work to display in the Nursery.
Look out for an activity to try at home coming soon! We will send a message via
Story Park closer to the end of the month
to keep you informed of more details.

Useful feeding tip: ‘The window of
opportunity’ is between 6 and 8 months, this is
the best time to introduce new tastes and
textures to your child.
New foods are rejected on average twelve times,
so keep trying!
Source: www.arphs.govt.nz
Thank you for keeping your
children at home when they
are feeling under the
weather. It is much
appreciated as it should help
prevent the spread of illness
and it allows the children to
recover in the comfort of
their own home.

The Toddlers
18 months-3 Years
Zoey and Layla are
settling in well after their
transition late last month.
This month from the
Nursery we welcome Zoe,
Eric, and their families.

Throughout June we will be
celebrating Matariki, please
keep an eye out for
information coming home
about this.

Thank you to all the mums that joined us for
our Mothers Day afternoon tea.

Friendly reminder: Whilst we welcome
children's comforters from home, we
ask that this is all that is brought in.
When toys come in from home they
can get easily lost, broken or cause
confrontation between children. Thank
you for your understanding on this.

As the weather gets cooler please
remember to provide spare warm
clothes for your child. We still like to
get out and enjoy the winter weather
so if it’s raining feel free to bring in
boots and rain jackets just in case we
get a chance to pop outside for a play.
We have been collecting spare jackets
and boots so we can all get outside and
explore.

The Pagoda
What’s happening in June?
Farewell to Jimmy who is off to start his adventure at Kaipaki
School and farewell to Darcey who will be leaving us later this
month—we will miss you both.



Matariki—the Maori New Year is upon us. We will be
celebrating by reading lots of Maori legends, creating special
artwork and enjoying a shared kai.




With the wet weather gumboots, coats and umbrellas are a
good idea

Kindness

“No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted” Aesop
We are still working towards our last star for our “kindness
wall”. Hopefully we achieve this soon and we can enjoy our
‘movie, popcorn & lolly day!

’Schoolie Kids’ Wall

If your child is approaching school age we have information
about local schools on our wall. Please feel free to ask a
question about any of these.

Things to note



Untreated Wood—we are on the look out for suitable wood for
our carpentry area. If you can help with this we would be
grateful. 



If there are any changes to your child’s routine or dietary
requirements please speak with a teacher.



If you have any empty boxes, cereal boxes etc. we would love
to have them please.



Lost property will be given to the opportunity shop at the end
of each term … please make sure you regularly check through
the basket.

WHY EARLY LEARNING IS A GREAT START
Early learning is the learning that happens from birth.
Your child learns everywhere and all the time through everyday activities
such as cooking, shopping, going to the park and sharing stories and songs.
You play a big role in your child’s early learning, even by simply talking with
them.
What your child learns in the early years makes a big difference to how they
learn for the rest of their lives. This period is when children grow and
develop their understanding of themselves as capable, competent learners
and communicators.

BENEFITS OF EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION
Early childhood education (ECE) builds on your child’s early learning.
ECE provides children with the chance to learn, socialise and interact with
other children and adults. It helps your child to develop into a positive,
confident and capable person with a love of learning that will help them at
school and throughout their life.
Your child will learn how to:



make friends




play and explore



get on better with other children and adults outside of their
immediate family



take turns, negotiate and share



think, problem-solve and reason



understand their own feelings and those of others



develop language, reading, thinking and maths skills ready for
school



begin to understand and make sense of the world around them.

listen to others, talk about their own ideas, be creative, and
become independent

These are important skills that help children to be more confident and
curious about the world.
Extract from Ministry of Education ‘Choices’ booklet

Finally…
We hope you are all enjoying your time with us.
We are certainly enjoying having your children at the
Centre and getting to know you all.

